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HISTORICAL NOTE 

The Organic Act of May 30, 1854, which created the  t e r r i t o r y  of 
Nebraska, provided f o r  a Supreme Court consist ing of a Chief Ju s t i ce  
and two associate  j u s t i ce s  elected a t  large.  Unt i l  the  Consti tution of 
1875, jus t ices  of the  Supreme Court a l so  presided over the  s t a t e  D i s t r i c t  
Courts. Cases before the  Supreme Court became so numerous t h a t  the  
Legis la ture  of 1901 authorized the  Court t o  appoint nine commissioners 
t o  a id  i n  c lear ing the  docket. I n  1905 the  number of commissioners was 
reduced t o  s ix .  By a cons t i tu t iona l  amendment adopted i n  November 1908, 
the  Supreme Court was increased from three  t o  seven judges. An amendment 
i n  1920 provided fo r  t he  e lec t ion  of the  s i x  associate  j u s t i ce s  by the  
e l ec to r s  of s i x  d i s t r i c t s ,  leaving only the  Chief Ju s t i ce  t o  be e lected 
a t  large.  To expedite the  work of the  Court, another amendment i n  t h a t  
year provided t h a t  the  Supreme Court might s i t  i n  two divis ions ,  and 
empowered the  Chief Ju s t i ce  t o  appoint d i s t r i c t  judges t o  sit with the  
Supreme Court j u s t i ce s  i n  order t o  have f i v e  judges i n  each division.  
Cases involving the  cons t i tu t iona l i ty  of a s t a t u t e  and a l l  appeals from 
a conviction of homicide would still  be heard by the  undivided court. 
The Legislatures of 1925 and 1927 provided f o r  s i x  Supreme Court Commis- 
s ioners .  I n  1929 the  number was reduced t o  three. When the  docket was 
cleared,  the  Supreme Court Commission was terminated i n  1931. 

The merit  plan f o r  jud ic ia l  se lec t ion  was adopted a s  a cons t i tu t iona l  
amendment i n  November 1962. Vacancies on the  bench a r e  f i l l e d  by guber- 
n a t o r i a l  appointment from a list selected by a nominating commission. 
After receiving an appointment a judge must run f o r  re ten t ion  i n  o f f i c e  
a t  the  next general e lec t ion  following the  expira t ion of th ree  years from 
the  da t e  of h i s  appointment and every s i x  years thereaf te r .  A l l  j ud i c i a l  
candidates a r e  unopposed and run on t h e i r  records. A majori ty of 
aff i rmat ive  votes w i l l  r e t a in  the  judge i n  o f f i c e  while a majority of 
negative votes w i l l  remove the  judge from off ice .  I f  an incumbent judge 
is rejected by the  e lec tora te  i n  h i s  bid f o r  reelect ion,  the  vacancy is 
f i l l e d  a s  described above. 

The Supreme Court has o r ig ina l  j u r i sd i c t i on  i n  cases r e l a t i ng  t o  
revenue, c i v i l  cases i n  which the  s t a t e  is a party,  mandamus, quo warranto, 
habeas corpus, e lect ions  contes ts  involving the  s t a t e  o f f i ce r s  other than 
members of the  Legislature,  and such appel la te  ju r i sd ic t ion  a s  may be 
provided by law. The Supreme Court is the  court  of appeal from the  D i s t r i c t  
Courts. The judges of the  Supreme Court cons t i tu te  the  board of d i rec tors  
of t he  S ta te  Law Library. 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

This record group consis ts  of 81 r e e l s  of microfilm containing records 
of the Nebraska Supreme Court arranged i n  one se r i e s :  (1) Nebraska Reports, 
1871-1974. 

This s e r i e s  includes the printed reports  of cases heard i n  the Supreme 
Court of Nebraska i n  190 volumes. Volume I, which was published i n  1871, 
contains the cases heard by the Supreme Court of the  Terr i tory of Nebraska 
on pages 411-473. The remainder of the  cases i n  t h a t  volume as  well  a s  a l l  
of the  cases i n  Volume I1 a r e  not dated. Beginning with Volume 111, cases 
a r e  arranged by term of the Court from the  January Term 1873 through the 
September Term 1973. 

Each volume contains a table  of cases and an index. A t  the  beginning 
of r e e l  one is filmed a cumulative index t o  Volumes I-XXV which was 
published i n  1889. 

The Nebraska Reports were filmed by the  S t a t e  Archives i n  the  f a l l  of 
1975. 
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DESCRIPTION 

SERIES ONE NEBRASKA REPORTS, 1871-1974 
x.s.H. S. HAS Olf MICROFILM: 

Reel 1 Index t o  Vols. 1-25 thru Vol.U, Hebr. Supreme Court Reports 
1036 shots 1871-1889 pg. 29, 1875, Bloagett v. Utley 
2192 pgs. 
($15,938) 

Reel 2 Hebr. Su2rerna Court teru Vol.7, pg. 244, 1878, B.M. R. R. Co. 
1095 sh0t.s Reports, vol.b, pg.30, v. 'Dick & Son. 

Jam. 1875, Blodgett 
vs. Utley con'fctd.. 

Kebraska Supreme Court thru Vol.10, pg. 447, 1830, Koch 
Reports, ~01.7, pg.2fc5, vs. Rhodes. 
1878, B. M. R. R. co. 
vs. Dick & Son. Cont'd.. 

Reel 4 Hear. Supreme Court Re~or t  s , 
993 shots ~01.10, pg. W, 1880, thru vol.13, pg.283, 1882, 
1986 pgs. Konroe vs. The State. Warren vs. Englehart. 
(215,gkl) 

Reel 5 Hebr. Supreme Court. Reports 
-OK. 284, 1832 thru ~01.16,pa. li.3'3, 18841153 shots Vol.13.-, - -

8306 pges. Warren vs. Englehart,Cont'd. Clark vs. 1,fullen. 
($15,9&2) HOTS: 

Vol. 16, pges. h21-428 were filmed, out  of order bet-.reen 
pages h6h & k65. Retaken and, spliced on end of reel .  

. . . . 

Reel 6 Kebr. S?-ipreae Court Re'oorts 
1061 sho-fcs ~01.16,pg. &83, 1881: thru Vol.19, pg. 339, 1884 
2122 pgs* Farrel l  vs. Cook. Hicks & 1-Sller Tea Co. 
(#15,9^3) vs. Mack. 

HOTS : 
Volume 18, pgs. 176 & 177 were missing i n  original 
f i laing.  Retaken and. spliced. on end of reel. 

Kebr. Supreme Co-.I& Reports 
t 5:.,r,,, .,~...l~, SLO, IS2:li cont 'd thm V01.22, pg. 237, 1867 

Hicks & Killer  Tea.Co. Alexander vs. Overtoil. 
vs. ;,1a.c'r-n 

2Ã̂eo.r Supraze Court Reports 
vol.32, pg. S?S, 1387 thru vol.21;, pg. 575, 1883. 
.. -..rd.c::.:ar'.d.dr vs . Overtcr.. a?.caid vs. Hiatt. 


























































































































